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James Earl Ray told his attending 
physician in the Memphis jail just 
after! pleading guilty to killing Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. that he was 
not acting alone irUhe assassination. - 
Dr: McCarthy DeMere . told the 
House Assassinations Committee 
yesterday that just after the court 
session he asked Ray, “Did you do 
it? He said, ‘Let's put it this, way. i 
wasn’t in it by myself/ " • , 

DeMere, who said he had. gained^ 
Ray's confidence in the eight months • 
the prisoner was held in the Shelby. 
County jail at Memphis, told the 
committee that he did not pursue the. 
matter with Ray and that Ray never 
went beyond that statement. / ; 

DeMere was assigned by a Tennes- 
see court to preside over Ray's 
health in July 1968, at a time when 
state officials > were .. apprehensive 
that: someone would try to kill the 
assassin of-King. or that Ray would; 
try to harm himself. - : 

UNTIL T itAY ENTERED^ gui%| 
plea -in returii for .ar 99-year sentence/ 
to avoid/ conviction :iand> possiblejv 
execution^DeMere testified^, he was?, 
under court orders nor to talk: with* 
Ray about: King's, deaths qr,,hi^es-5i. 
capes. ‘ 

Ray : was so frightened when/he' 
was first returned to Memphis under 
heavy guard from > England, the : .- 
physician said, that he would not per- - 
mit DeMere to draw blood for medi - 
cal tests. * Later, he said, Ray re- 
sponded to the relaxed atmosphere of 
the ceilblock where he was confined 
with two guards and no other prison-:] 
ers. DeMere said Ray - exercised 1 
every day and once walked fee entire 
35-foot corridor outside his cell on his 
hands. 

The witness, who also is a reserve: 
deputy sheriff, was called to testify 
because the committee wanted to 
find out whether Ray was subjected 
to undue stress or mistreatment to 
induce his guilty plea. - - • -•••/' 

DeMere said smilingly, “This was 
the Cadillac of jails. It was- the kind 


of place they might send tax evaders 
or congressmen." He described .the 
extraordinary lengths to which Mem- 
phis officials went to keep Ray from 
harm, including the use of an 
armored car borrowed from the city 
of Jackson, Miss., to transport the 
prisoner from the airfield to the jail. - 

“IF THE ‘TANK* was attacked, 
my job was to throw the prisoner into. 
;a ditch and lie: on top of him to pro- 
ject him," DeMere testified:- Rep. 
Richardson Preyer, D-N.C., said he ■ 

. wished Lee Harvey Oswald had- re- 
ceived the same kind of protection in 
Dallas that Ray was given in Mem-- 
phis. ; - 1 

Ray's comment about not being 
alone in the King assassination ap- 
peared- at variance with earlier testi- 
mony yesterday of Texas criminal 
lawyer Percy Foreman. The 78-year- 
old lawyer represented Ray during 
the plea-bargaining and Ray's since- 
repudiated guilty plea. 

- He testified that he was told by, 
Ray that there was no such person as 
;the : mysterious “Raoul," whom Ray. 
has- repeatedly claimed was the per-. 
Ison? wrho hired him to buy a rifle and . 
g^to- ; ^emphis f : in what .seemed to : 
Ray. to? be/ somerkind of smuggling . 
schem e. . ' 

Foreman said Ray admitted to him' 
'that Raoul did not exist. He testified 
that Ray chose the name for the non- 
existent mastermind because it was 
-the name of the operator of a bawdy 
house- in - Montreal once robbed by 
Ray; ~ - " V’ '/ " 

Foreman also.said he believed “in- 


dubitably .and completely" that 
Ray's motive for killing King in April 
1968 was racism. He said his one- 
time client believed America was on 
the verge of war between whites and 
blacks and that Ray wanted tp. fire 
the first shot. .. . 

THIS TESTIMONY conflict with 
the opinion voiced by an earlier wit- 
ness who had spent nearlv two! 
months as Ray's guard in a British 
prison. Former Chief Inspectorate*- 
ander Anthony Eist told the commit- 
tee that Ray did not impress him as a i 
' racist. - ; ! 

Conflicts of this kind about: ■ what; . 
Ray said or how he impressed to peo-: 
pie with whom he had contact is: 
becoming. the. rule rather than the) 
exception. T ^ ^ 

Those who have followed the panel? 
since the beginning see more con-1 
flicts than agreement on the key: 
questions of whether Ray killed King; 
as part of a larger conspiracy’ and of! 
whether he was motivated by hatredi 
for .blacks. It* has become dbvious| 
that the committee is not likely to re-?i 
solve these questions" when the Tastl 
■ witnesses are heard Dec^l.,, T . 

T By Dec. 15,, the. committee will ! 
. issue its findings about the King case 
and the assassination- of President 
■John F. Kennedy. There; are Jew. if 
any Indications that the : committee 
will differ wife theconclusionjof the 
Warren Commission that Oswald was 
a lone assassin or that the guilt of 
Ray has no provable connection* with 
an assassination plot. > ^ l 
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